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IN REPLY REFER TO:

7330-7/17QOA3

. Hpnorable-Floyd D. Spence
House of Representatives
2405 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Spence:

This is in reply to your letter of March 15, 1993, in which you 'inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR·Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (l992). This Notice
proposes comprehensiv~, changes to the Commis~ion'~ Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in. the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

'Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quaU ty of communications in the private land mohile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

~~~
~Q Ri~~ J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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20' DISTRICT, SOUTH CAROLINA.

WASHINGTON OFFICE

2405 HAY\:lUHN HOUSE Of-fleE BUILDING

ARE> C"o, 202. 225··2452

The Honorable James Quello
~cting Chairman
'Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Quello:

This is regarding the FCC's proposed rule change in the area of
frequencies currently assigned for model airplane use.

Please find enclosed several letters I have received from my
constituents who·are.concerned that this rule change may adversely
affect the operation and safety of model airplanes. I share in their
concern and would appreciate your thoughtful consideration of these
comments as the Commission moves through the review process.

with best wishes, I am

Sincerel:t,~~......_.....q...__.....,~
~..~~ SPENCE

f Congres

FDS/sm

Enclosures
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The Honorable Floyd Sp~nce

l) • ::::;. Heluse of Rep I' esen t.,c~t. ~ VE!S

Wa~hingto~"DC~ 20510

For the past 23 yrs. and 10 yrs. since my retirement, I have
enjoyed bUilding and flying Radio Controlled Model Airplanes. At 71
this hc~s been an af'fol'dable way -t.() stay with aviation:.

I aM greatly concerned about PR Docket 92-235, Notica of Proposed
Rule Making, by the Federal Communication Commission-FCC. If
implemented would make it impossible for us to safely fly our models,
(on 72 MHz) which have a wing span of 6-14 ft. and weigh up- to 50 lbs.

I urge you and your staff to read all ·PR-9.2-2~5 infl::>l~mation sent.
to your office by the Industry,'Ac~demy of'-Model Aeron.~tic~, et~. Much
of aviation use~ this syste~ for tests, also the remote plan~s, and
operators, u~ed in the Gulf War originated from this system.

We have just gone through a Radio Unit modification & Frequency
change that made our Units prior to 1991 obsolete, so that we might
have the safest flying conditions.

We number in the h~ndreds'of thousands flying RIC Planes,(age
7-up) with hundreds of small businesses selling only this type of
equipment, and also many major distributors of the same. Hundreds of
flying sites and the expense of there development and our equipment
would be lost.

My interest in airplanes started when I went to a Aero school and
receiv~d my FAA AlP License, and later FAA commerical/instructor pilot
license, served 3 yrs;' with 8th AF 44th SG (B-24;32 missions), 6 yrs.
with SCANG and the call up in 1949-50.

Thank you for your attention, and not allowing the FCC to make
this ch<.~nge.

~~~#
3233 Harrison Rd.
Columbia,SC. 29204
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The Bonorable Floyd Spence
U"S., ,House of Representa~ives

W~shington,D.C. 2~515

JANUARY.29,1993'

'Dear Mr. Spence:

I am an active member of a local club ,called CONGAREE
FLYERS. I and my fellow members enjoy constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes. I am also a
member of the ACADEMY of MODEL AERONAUTICS which is a'
national group of people with similar, interests.

I was recently alerted that the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) is currently considering Proposed RUle
Making PR Docket 92-235 and if adopted this will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for mo~el aircraft use. ~his will increase the risk of
atcide~~s and~ttendant liability fo~ controlling model
aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHzband.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dis­
patch operations. However, our radio control frequencies
in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band with­
out either use interfering with the other.

Under PR Docket 92-235 the FCC will create more land
mobile frequencies by dividing them into narrower band
widtHs and rearranging the band plan. This narrowing will
caus& land mobile frequencies to move closer to our radio
control frequencies. So close, in fact, that interference
betwe'en the two will ,be inevitable with potentially danger-
ous results. .

When flying our model aircraft, we are expected to
operate them with the utmost in safety. Precautions are
taken by the pilots to ensure that no two aircraft which
use the same frequency are operated at the same time. We
now have only 50 frequencies which we can legally use. If
this PR Docket 92-235 is adopted, we will only have 19
frequencies.

Many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and
Cqn weigh 40 pounds. Besides being expensive to build,
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury
or even death if radio interference causes the operator
to lose control.

Continued
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We ·of~en fly ou~ mod~lair~r~f~ ~t. orgijnized eve~ts and
contests ~heie hundreds of operat9rs participate~ We need
the use of our fnl1 complement. of radio (.requenci.esin. or.der
to· assure a safe fJ.yi~g environmen·t.' . '.

I do not thihk i~ is wise of the' FCC.to seek to improve
the operaeing conditions of land mobile radi6 users at the
expense 'of_~nd risk to, r~dio control modelers~ The FCC may
~ot think we are ~s important as businesi users of radios,
but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment, which generates tax rRvenues When we
purchase them. Th(~ hobby provides many hours of enj oyment
and comradery to thousands of people like myself and even
cont~ibutes to t~e advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry. Radio controlled aircraft
have also been used in military surveillance operations.

Pl-!!ase help me Fontinue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not alLowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72-76 MHz band. If· you wish to speak directly to me con­
cerning my request for your help in this matter, please
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
~. ~ ~~.,."~
~. ".',. '\ " ...... , , ,\ . f". t" " -\ - ... -

'''~''~ \\.\.~. -~\\\S~\~: v ..":' .'j~ '-.j~I....,)J .... , \ \ - ~

Donald A. Schumpert
1092 Lynn Drive
West Columbia,SC

29170
803-796-1161 Horne
803-783-0110 Work

ACADEMY OF MODEL AERONAUTICS
Licens:e # 328867
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Jim Merrill
226~ Quail Hqllow Court
West Co"luffibia,"South Carolina, 29],69

The Honorable Floyd Spence
2405'~ayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515

Re: FCC NPPM --. PR Docket 92-235: Changes to Part 95

Dear Mr. Spence:

fEB 171993

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Comm~ssion (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use' and increase the., risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

I am a newcomer to the radio control airplane hobby and have already
invested over $1000 in radio equipment and airplanes. I stand to lose
this investment (in time and money) if this rule change is adopted because
I would not risk flying knowing that interference from one of the new
mobile frequencies could knock my plane out of the sky.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share fhe band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. 'AS a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC,
the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.
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Please unders.tand that many.. model airp.lanes. have'wing spans u~ to
1"0 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models
themselves are expensive to·build.; but more to the point, th.eyare

. capable of'causing proper~y damage, seripus injury, or' even deat~ if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We
often fly our models at organlzedevents and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is. wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models
and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment 1:'0 thousands of pe~ple like myself and contributes ·to the'.
adv.ancement and d~velopment of. the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

'., .....::.. .....
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1J.:~~. House 'cf F~eFrEse:l~~t·iv(l~

.~~:~hi~gt~~, D(~ .20515

De<;tr Mr, :::13e [lee:

I am a 48 year old professional pilot who derives lmny hours of
i~LjcJ.~lln~~r.""t::. c.'u:-ing ;~J' of: tilnc-: 0-:/ '::C:IY~=;tl'w.c:tiri.6 a "l';.(1 f~:/:r~8 I~dio

C::J 1'1 ~:.l" 0 11 e c: 1~10d 12: 1 ~'l:L:- ;:.:,- ,~(: t . TJT: f c.!r-· t U:-t·.:t t ;~. 1 :-.,r , T 11~1 ve j ~.j;=,~, ::Jt:"f.? n 30eI "./ i :=,,:::d
of "a proposed rule chan~e bv the FCC (PR Docket q2-235) that will
gre~tly reduce the usability of freq·..:ei1.Ci~~s ccrrent:y a.::;slgned' for
model use an~ incre~se the risk of accident~ and dttendant liability
for controlling model aircraft.

The frequt!ncies used by radio control modelers are in the·72 - 76
MHz band. This band is primarily used for private'land mobile
dispatch operations.' The transmitters used in the~e operations'are
up to 4 times more powerful than the equipment used for radio
controlled models. Up until nOh' the frequenciE:s have been far
enough apart that modelers and land mobile operations have been able
to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
spl itt. ing them into narrower bandwidth::; and rearrang ing the band
DIan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
radio control model frequencies causing interference to radio
control operationE'.. It is f.2stimated t~lat more than half of the
frequ~ncies available for radio control airplanes will be adversely
3.ffected.

I aliel,!uy "f(=110",-; rnodelers. go to grea·r.:. :\~rlgt11:=> to erl:=:u:r-e tl~e :~afet,y' cf
0I:'2r a tor.:;, by:;:;tande:-s, and the protect i on of propE::-ty. Safety
precaLltions include the (~areful coor~ination and use of ra~io

c:orlt.r(Jl frea_uE~ncie~.. If th,e r:1.1m1:::Jer cf u:3tlat~le fre(11.Je11cie~3 i':=:
di~inj.shed, by the FCCts propcsal, t11e re~ainil1g f~equencies vlill
~DeC:Ol;l~-::' ver:; cC:·18'8st0:d. Etrld t:he InEtr~gin of s3.f(::~t.y· grE',::-ttl}' dec..:rea·3,::->(j.

My largest model airplane has a wing span of over 7 feet and weighs
20 pounds. Other modelers in my club have planes with wing spans of
OV0I- :0 feet 311d weigliing as mlJch as 40 p(:\lnds. Yes, tllese models
ar,=' ei-:p<"n:':",i\',=, to bC1:.ldj but., more to the point, th."y 2lre capable of
c:ai.J~:inb· e:~(tt.~11s,i.\/e F.r ~J}J2rty clalnase, -:::.E::.t~i(Ju:::::·. injul] t or even cl.=..:'ath if
r'Ct,~L:i:"J j,nt~~rfecf='nc~e C~1.1~:;es thl~ 0Fter"at,or to lo~:::~"::' control of t.bl::~ c:rz1.ft..
¥,1~"!t:n vie fl)~ 01Jr In:Jdel~. at C)r-gaTliz~:(i c~v(.~n-t~3 ztnd. c.CJn.tf2~,t~. tl-iere arl~

h'_)n,~::- ...=·d:',. of 0I'E'I"1tO~":3 "'.r;;;1 ::;F'('Ct. a 't. or":=:, p,e·:~>en't., liIe ne£·d the '=;afe u,:·e
c f CJ U r f u 1. 1 :=. :.) il1r11 c:, :nt=.: ~lt 0 f L-=t~:,S :~. 3 ac: .. -1 f :"F; '.1 u t~

✽
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'fJ/h i 1 EJ. -t.> 11 c~. FC:(: Ina y' ~-l Ci ~ t J1 i r::~ ;:1CJd(~] 0::':: r :?~ .) r' ~~~ ':-t·:;"::. i. .!~-il· [J "r- t~ ~J. ; 1 t· ~'. ~:::::, L· u '-:::. 'i :-~(:' ::-;:=.,

U :·;.e !~ '-3 t:J f ~ ... '.:{ d. i CJ ~:::' • ~.f•• (-: l.'t a T~?-(..? ,:1. c~ C:.l7"1:3 i. d.8 ;" ,'":.: l-) J. e i ;'l~/?'= ':; till~' n +. i ~-~ ("11.2 :t' n:::, :~.li l::=:, Cl n ci
rCl-.d.io ·e<:iui:F::f8nt. Qur". [.1..;_""-::-)[;;/ .Fil"'ovlCie'~

li~elyhoods f6r the mod~l retail~rs,

mar-lui act ure~-~"

many thous~nds of jobs and
distr'ibutG~St 'ar;d

,·Pleas.e he'lF' me anc m,y fellow ':modelers continue the 'sa"fe ""'~·J·uyme~l""(Jf. _.. ',. ~'

our pastime by using you:- influence t.o dissuade the FCC from
carrying out its proposal.

S-i n.cere 1"(.' .

David Scott
'280 Green Hills'Dr.
Gilbert~ SC 29054
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The Honerable Mr. Floyd. Spence
'. U .OS. ijou~e Of Representi ves; .

Was.hington D. C~ 20515

Dear Mr:. ·Spence;

FEB16·1993

2/6/93

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control-frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This. band is primarily used for pri.vate land
mobile dispatch operations..However, our radio control frequencies in this ·b~nd are far enough apart from :.
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to· share the band without either use interfering with .
the other. .

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted. .

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as p'roposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be g~atly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models the~selves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby proVides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

I I

;
I
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The Honorable Floyd Spence
U.S. House of Reps.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Spence:

Februar'y 3" 199'3
2517 Burney prive
Columbia, S. C. 29205

I have been a very active member in the Jackson Flyers As­
sociation, which is a local radio controlled model airplane~club,

for ,almost twenty years. Model airplanes have. fascinated me
since I was'a ch1lq. My son flew A-10 's in the mideast' con-
flict. One 'of my brothers flew rescue:helicopter for the U.S.
Air Force. I am very interested in aviation.

The Federal Communicat ions Commission (FCC) 'has proposed
rules that are currently under consideration. The proceeding is
PR Docket 92-235.

If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability
of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the
risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Model airplane clubs throughout the nation have gone to
great 'lengths for safety since the models, which weigh from 5 to
40 pounds and fly on the average from 50 to 100 miles per hour,
could cause a lethal accident without the safety measures that we
take.

Many small business hobby shops will possibly be forced out
of business if the proposal is adopted.

The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not allowing the pee t9 carry out its proposals for the 72-76
MP1z band.

Sincerely;

Robert Wayne Rush
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Robert E. Holman'Jr
.2408 Pleasant Ridge oiive'.
Columbia, .SC 29209

Re~resentativeFioydb. Spenbe
United States Hou~e of Repre~entatives

washington, O~20510· .

ffB111993

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currenUy under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules...

. will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use ahd increase the risk of .
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land'
mobile dispatch operations. However. our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

~ow the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them' into narrower
bandwidths and~arranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequen~ies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, ~e remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of

con5el

airplanesarej
0.0016 5 Tc 4..299 0d
(cont5l)Tj
-0.span Tc 1.1176 0 0 12.98591.0725 370.79.74ej
331716 0 1
0.0pTc 112.72091.0725 370.1ese 0 T331716 0 1
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